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But scarcely had they admitted the Austrian admiral
to their magnificent harbours, when a French fleet
arrived off Ragusa and ordered the Austrians to
withdraw from the Bocche. In his distress, the
Austrian commander applied again to Peter, urging
him to join against the common enemy, and even
offering to serve under his command. The Czar
seconded the request of his ally, and sent a special
envoy to Montenegro to enlist the support of its ruler
against Napoleon. But before the Yladika had taken
the field, the peace of Pressburg formally consigned
the Bocche to France. The Austrian commissioner
at Cattaro announced that in six weeks' time he would
hand over the forts.

Great was the indignation of the seafaring popula-
tion round that beautiful fiord at this second surrender
of their liberties. A few welcomed Napoleon as a
il father and a mother," but the vast majority resolved
to resist. A deputation was sent to Cetinje, where
the Russian envoy still was, to ask the aid of the
Montenegrins by land and of the Russians by sea.
The Russian fleet was summoned from Corfu, and the
Yladika assembled his chieftains and vowed before
them that he would not only close the Bocche to the
French, but eject the Austrians as well. At the head
of a combined force of Montenegrins and Bocchesi,
and aided by a division of the Russian squadron,
he laid siege to the fortress of Castelnuovo, at the
entrance of the Bocche. The fortress surrendered at
once, and having thus turned out the Austrians, Peter
was able to devote his attention to the French. He
sent an urgent message to the Senate of Ragusa, then